
CONFERENCE DETAILS

THANK YOU SPONSORS

Thursday, April 15, 12:30-4 p.m. 
Friday, April 16, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

The conference will take place virtually, via the  
RethinkEDU platform. Please login at RethinkEDU.io 

to access links to each session and more.

http://RethinkEDU.io


Welcome, Mike Schoemer, MinnSPRA President Elect 12:30 
p.m.

2
p.m.

1
p.m.

Dawn K. McDowell Leadership Award Presentation 

Gold Mine Sessions

Dawn Kay McDowell, APR, was a respected communications professional who passed away from cancer 
in January 2006 at the age of 50. 

Dawn was devoted to the education and care of children both in her professional and personal life. She 
was a leader in the public relations profession in the United States and Canada and gave her time and 
energy to many charitable causes. Dawn graduated with distinction with a bachelor’s degree in English 
education and journalism and earned a master’s degree in educational administration, both from the 
University of Minnesota. She worked in educational communications for the Roseville and St. Louis Park 
Schools and served as 1982-83 MinnSPRA president and 1987-1988 NSPRA president. After moving 
to Canada in 1990, she became a prominent public relations executive, most recently as executive vice 
president and managing director of GPC Toronto. 

Advancing racial equity work through the strategic planning process, Tara Drey, 
Brooklyn Center Community Schools
Learn how BCCS blew up its strategic planning process and infused student voice every step 
of the way to adopt a new mission, vision and core values in March 2021.

Brand-Driven Storytelling, Wesley Drey, Burnsville-Eagan-Savage School District 191
Creating a cohesive narrative about your brand begins with building a solid foundation.  
Learn how Burnsville-Eagan-Savage School District 191 solidified its brand language, built a 
sound infrastructure and plans to tell its brand story consistently and authentically over time. 

Communicating COVID and Beyond, Tracy Jentz, APR, Grand Forks Public Schools
In times of emergency, our response is measured in minutes. Are you prepared to 
communicate with your stakeholders about a health emergency? Or a lockdown during 
after-school activities? We will create a list of the most probable emergency events and talk 
about the materials to create in advance to assist stakeholders before, during, and after an 
emergency.

Video Enrollment Strategies, Jake Sturgis, APR, and Jenna Mead, Captivate Media 
+ Consulting
With many enrollment activities moving to virtual platforms, the value of communicating 
visually with current and prospective families has never been greater. Learn how to grow 
your student enrollment by using video to capture the hearts and minds of your community.

THURSDAY, APRIL 15



2:45
p.m.

4
p.m.

Communicating with Different Audiences, 
Lesley Bruinton, APR, NSPRA President
Educators know the importance of differentiating 
instruction for children, but districts must also tailor 
communications to meet the unique needs and  
interests of internal and external audiences. Through 
a choose-your-own-adventure learning experience, 
discover best practices for communicating with  
different audiences.

Lesley is no 
stranger to 
presenting, 
stepping up to lead 
at multiple national, 
regional and state 

conferences over her amazing 
career. A national award winner, 
Lesley is a leader through her work 
and her actions, recognized by 
organizations across the country. 
We’re excited to have her present 
in Minnesota - even if it’s virtually - 
for the first time. 

Virtual Happy Hour

Join your MinnSPRA colleagues to debrief about the first day of the conference, share stories 
from the past year and most importantly, take some time to connect and relax! 

Dawn was known as a consummate public relations professional who was 
dedicated to improving communication in public schools. She was a loyal 
colleague, friend and mentor to many MinnSPRA and NSPRA members and 
remained an active and supportive member of NSPRA throughout her career.

The Dawn Kay McDowell Leadership Award is MinnSPRA’s most prestigious 
individual award and honors Dawn’s memory and significant contributions.
The award is given every other year to a candidate who meets the following 
criteria:

• Has personally advanced the practice of school public relations
• Gives of his/her time to counsel and advise colleagues on a range of issues
• Is a strong advocate for the importance of strategic communication and the 

role of school PR professionals
• Places a high value on collegial and professional relationships

Keynote Sponsor: 

Happy Hour Sponsor: 

Previous winners of the McDowell 
award are:

• Susan Brott, APR 
• Rick Kaufman, APR 
• Janet Swiecichowski, APR 
• Barb Nicol, APR 
• Mary Olson, APR 
• Bob Noyed, APR 
• Linda Swanson 
• Nancy Kracke 
• Judi Mollerus, APR



8:30
a.m. Virtual Breakfast and Connections, MinnSPRA Board

Grab a bagel and coffee and join us for a quick recap and what to expect from day two!

9
a.m.

Storytelling: The Journey of Austin, MN, Chip 
Scoggins, Star Tribune

The Minneapolis Star Tribune’s award-winning reporter/
columnist has been a fixture for many of our coaches 
and athletes. A little more than a year ago, his expertise 
in reporting brought him to Austin, Minnesota, for 
a critically acclaimed piece on diversity, equity and 
inclusion on and off the court in one small Upper 
Midwest town. Chip’s insight will be inspiring for anyone 
with a story to tell.

Chip is an award-
winning sports 
columnist and 
enterprise writer for 
the Star Tribune. He 
previously covered 

the Vikings, Gophers football, Wild, 
Wolves and high school sports in nearly 
19 years at the paper. 

10
a.m.

Good Trouble PR - MinnSPRA Makes a Statement, Rachel Hicks, Shawn Hogendorf, 
Jenna Mead, Toya Stewart Downey and Dirk Tedmon

Quietly and diligently over the past few months a number of Minnesota School PR professionals 
have been working for change and for equity through a series of professional development 
events dubbed “Good Trouble PR.” This session will bring you up to speed on Good Trouble, 
what we’ve learned and what it means for the future of MinnSPRA members. Inspired by Rep. 
John Lewis, Good Trouble PR draws from the work of the Good Trouble Principals Group in 
Minnesota, and challenges us to reexamine the way we communicate in our school districts.

11
a.m.

Communications, HR and Bringing our District 
through to “What’s Next,” Cathy Kedjidjian, APR,  
Illinois School District #34

It’s no secret that teachers and support staff are feeling 
burnt out. When it comes to administrative decisions, 
this overwhelmed group can also feel overlooked. 
Building stronger bonds between administration and 
staff starts with effective internal communications.  
Join Cathy Kedjidjian, APR, as she shares proven 
strategies to gain trust and respect from staff during 
turbulent times. 

 Cathy is the Director 
of Public Relations 
and Strategic Planning 
at Glenview, Illinois 
School District #34 and 
is a “rock star” among 

school public relations folks. Cathy’s 
innovation, insight and strategy has led 
to exciting changes in the way School PR 
professionals communicate amongst each 
other, thanks in part to #K12PRChat and 
her presentations nationwide - including 
the national conference.

If you are interested in further learning with your Good Trouble PR colleagues, watch the 
MinnSPRA Facebook group and your email for more upcoming opportunities! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16



12
p.m.

MinnSPRA Annual Star Awards: New Professional Award, President’s Award, District 
Leadership in Communication Award

12:30
p.m.

Student Panel: Pandemic, Justice and Mental Health - What’s Next for Our Students? 
St. Cloud Area School District students: Sumaya Mohamed and Daud Subane
ISD 728 students: Hannah Hartlage, Jamie Kirkvliet, Megan Simon and Melissa Solem

Facing a global pandemic and the upheaval of school routines, our students have persevered 
throughout the 20-21 school year with courage and ingenuity. Hear from a panel of high school 
students about their challenges and successes through transitioning learning models, their 
innovative solutions for staying connected in isolated environments, and their lessons learned 
around independence and accountability. Students are often the best teachers, and we look 
forward to listening and learning from them. 

Adobe Workshops: Back by popular demand is 
Keith Gilbert, a design consultant, educator, speaker 
and Adobe extraordinaire. This June he will host two 
workshops - one on June 8 about how the Creative 
Cloud programs integrate to work seamlessly together  
and another on June 15 on how to efficiently use 
Lightroom to import, organize and edit photos. 

Become a MinnSPRA member: By becoming  
a member, you’ll have access to professional  
development opportunities, receive awards, unlock 
members-only resources on our website, and so 
much more.

Coffee Chats: Free video conferences to CHAT 
(Communicators Having Amazing Talks) with your 
colleagues, brainstorm ideas and share your  
experiences about different issues from the comfort 
of your desk.

Good Trouble PR: Continue your equity journey 
and join a community of like minded school  
communications professionals in this ongoing  
commitment and professional development.

STAY CONNECTED AND GET INVOLVED

Help plan the next MinnSPRA conference: 
Bring your event planning skills and creativity, and 
join the MinnSPRA conference planning committee.

MinnSPRA Facebook group: Engage in the 
conversation on our members-only Facebook group 
(search “MinnSPRA Members Group”). Share  
resources and stay connected with other members 
throughout the year.

NSPRA Seminar: Registration is now open for  
the 2021 NSPRA Seminar on July 11-14, at the 
Sheraton New Orleans Hotel. New this year are 
opportunities to attend in-person and virtually!

Power Hours: Monthly NSPRA webinars are hosted 
by MinnSPRA at no charge to members. With this 
only being offered virtually this year, we are offering 
free access for up to 10 members each month. 

Watch for more information on these  
opportunities. If you have an idea for a  
professional development topic or want to 
get involved, contact info@minnspra.org.



The team at CESO Communications is proud to sponsor the keynote presentation 
by 2020-2021 NSPRA President Lesley Bruinton, APR. We thank Lesley for serving 
in this important leadership role and for sharing her passion and expertise with 
school communicators throughout the U.S. and Canada.

We also want to honor our MinnSPRA colleagues for their ongoing hard work and 
commitment. It has been a challenging year, but remember that your work truly 
does make a difference in the lives of children and their families.

As part of our commitment to MinnSPRA and school leaders throughout the state, 
we are providing a complimentary Baseline Communications Assessment (BCA) to 
a Minnesota school district. The BCA is one of the tools we use to assist districts 
in assessing the effectiveness of their communications efforts. And it helps the 
communication professional to reflect on their own professional practice.

CESO Communications 
proudly supports 
MinnSPRA

Scan the code below 
to learn more about how this assessment can 
help you and your district, and to sign up to 
enter the drawing for the complimentary BCA.

Rethink Possible with CESO Communications  •  theceso.com  •  612.213.2828



Integrated communication tools create  
a better environment for students
Consistent, relevant communication is vital for everyone involved in helping students succeed. That 
includes parents, community members, teachers, school and district staff, and of course, the student. 
By consolidating all the information stakeholders need into the channels they already use, you’ll create 
a culture of information sharing that benefits educational excellence.

Build an optimized communications strategy

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
SOLUTION

Strengthen 
your brand
Provide web 
access to general 
information and 
student data in a 
branded website 
your community 
will love to visit.

C.O.P.E.
Create Once, 
Publish Everywhere 
means telling your 
story across voice, 
text, email, social 
media, mobile app, 
and your website, 
all in a single push.

Provide  
mobile access
From news and 
calendars to 
detailed student 
data, bring all 
district, school, 
and student 
information into 
a branded mobile 
app for parents.

Post, interact, 
and respond 
on social
Find conversations, 
interact with 
your community, 
and gain insight 
into every social 
account you have, 
all in one place.

Connect 
classrooms  
to home
Teachers can 
communicate in a 
safe environment, 
parents see all 
child updates 
in one place, 
administration 
gets oversight 
into messages.

“I love that the products I use most are from Blackboard.  
It makes it so simple for me to communicate with parents  
on a daily basis.”

Lana Snodgrass
Director of Communications  
and Community Relations  
at West Plains Schools (MO)



The Blackboard Community Engagement Solution
Telling your story is more effective when your communication tools are designed to work together to 
simplify your work, expand your reach, and share personalized student information with parents.

Discover what our Community Engagement Solution can bring to your 
school or district

Show me details

Mass Notifications

Teacher 
Communication

Social Media 
Manager

Mobile 
Communications App

Web Community 
Manager

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

SOLUTION

Blackboard.com/K12
Copyright © 2018. Blackboard Inc. All rights reserved. See all trademarks and patents at blackboard.com/ip

http://blackboard.com/ip
http://www.blackboard.com/k12/solutions/community-engagement.aspx

