
The cost of the scholarship depends on who the person is and when they register, but Karen said 

they use $700 per year as a estimated cost. This obviously grows each year as the cost of the 

seminar increases. There has to be at least $2,000 in the fund to award the scholarship, but there 

is not minimal renewal amount that MinnSPRA would have to pay. I think we started with $500-

$700 per year but that was when the cost of the seminar registration was less. Hope that helps 

 

 
From: Taschner, Tony <Tony.Taschner@district196.org> 
Sent: Thursday, September 1, 2016 1:49:46 PM 
To: Bob Noyed; thompson.sara@slpschools.org; Jake Sturgis 
Cc: ann@annkcommunications.com 
Subject: RE: Dawn McDowell scholarship  

  
Thanks, Bob. I will bring this to our October 6 meeting; we just met this morning. How much is the 
annual cost to provide the scholarship? What is the minimum renewal amount each year? 
Tony 
 
From: Bob Noyed [mailto:bnoyed@district16.org]  
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2016 10:35 AM 
To: thompson.sara@slpschools.org; Taschner, Tony <Tony.Taschner@district196.org>; Jake Sturgis 
<jake@capturevideo.com> 
Cc: ann@annkcommunications.com 
Subject: Dawn McDowell scholarship 

 

MinnSPRA leaders: 
I wanted to connect with you all to share some information that was recently shared with me 
from Karen Kleinz at NSPRA related to the NSPRA Dawn McDowell Scholarship. 
 
First, a little background. MinnSPRA helped create the NSPRA Dawn McDowell Scholarship at 
about the same time that we created the award, which was in 2006 or 2007. At the time, 
MinnSPRA donated the amount needed ($2,000) to sustain the scholarship. NSPRA has a 
guidelines that states that scholarships in an individual's name need to have at least $2,000 in 
the account to be given each year. At the time, we set up a process to have the MinnSPRA 
board annually contribute to the fund to keep it viable. I'm not sure if that annual donation was 
kept up, but that was the intent. Dawn's husband John has also been contributing to the 
scholarship fund, as well as other individuals. 
 
The Dawn scholarship fund has dropped below the $2,000 level, and may not be offered for the 
2017 Seminar. I would like to suggest that the MinnSPRA board donate $1,000 this fall to the 
scholarship fund, as well as annually donating a $1,000 to keep the fund viable so the 
scholarship can continue. Since MinnSPRA created the scholarship, it would be my hope that as 
long as our finances are healthy, that we continue to make the donation. 
 
Thanks for listening - let me know if you have any questions of me or if I can help in any way. 
Thanks again for your willingness to lead our organization. 
BN 
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